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ear Editor,
Dermatobia  hominis  occurs  from  Mexico  to
orthern Argentina  and  frequently  causes  myiasis
n humans  and  other  animals  [1].  Typical  lesions  are
urunculoid,  with  one  larva  in  each  lesion.  First-
nstar  larvae  are  transported  in  eggs  that  adhere  to
horetic insects  and  penetrate  the  skin,  sometimes
hrough hair  follicles.  Larvae  are  covered  by  con-
picuous  transversal  rows  of  spines,  and  removal
hould ideally  be  preceded  by  occlusion  or  the
njection of  anesthetics  into  the  lesion  to  prevent
he rupture  of  the  larva  [2].
During a  search  for  references  to  D.  hominis
nfestations in  the  human  lip,  a  report  of  a  patient
iagnosed in  a  Manchester  hospital  was  found  [3].
ne larva  was  extracted  and  shown  in  the  publi-
ation, and  the  patient’s  recent  travel  to  Gambia,
n Africa,  was  reported.  However,  the  larva  shown
oes not  exhibit  a  row  of  spines  and  is  evidently  not
. hominis,  and  no  previous  report  of  this  species
utside of  the  American  continents  could  be  found.
Based  on  their  distribution  and  morphology  [4],
ordylobia anthropophaga,  a  ﬂy  that  frequently
auses furuncular  lesions  in  Africa,  and  C.  rodhaini,
 less  well-known  ﬂy,  are  strong  candidates  for  the
tiological  agent  of  myiasis  in  this  patient.  In  the
ublished  photo  [3], the  larva  appears  to  have  very
mall spines  scattered  over  part  of  the  body  sur-
ace, similar  to  those  shown  in  Figs.  76  and  77  of
umpt  (1965)  [4].
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ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jiph.2013.07.007This  misidentiﬁcation  would  not  have  occurred
f a ﬂy  taxonomist,  who  would  be  easy  to  ﬁnd  in
he United  Kingdom  and  several  other  countries,
ad been  consulted.  Additionally,  if  the  journal
ad sent  the  manuscript  to  an  expert  in  taxon-
my, the  mistake  would  certainly  have  been  caught.
rrespective  of  its  importance,  the  science  of  taxon-
my has  been  frequently  disregarded.  The  correct
dentiﬁcation of  ﬂies  causing  myiasis  in  United
tates has  demonstrated  that  different  species  of
ochliomyia  infest  live  hosts  and  carcasses  [5,6],
hich explains  why  the  poisoning  of  carcasses  failed
o control  screw-worm  ﬂies.  The  observation  of
‘anophelism  without  malaria,’’  around  1900,  stim-
lated the  development  of  taxonomic  studies  by
heobald,  who  produced  a ﬁve-volume  book  called
‘Mosquitoes  of  the  World’’  and  thousands  of  new
pecies of  Culicidae  were  described.
Publications  emphasizing  the  need  for  taxonomic
tudies, especially  those  utilizing  morphology,
hich usually  involve  inexpensive  and  simple  tech-
iques,  have  been  produced  [7—9], but  these  seem
o be  ‘‘lonely  voices  in  the  wilderness.’’  It  is  impor-
ant that  taxonomy  (and  taxonomists)  not  become
s extinct  as  the  dinosaurs  in the  near  future,  or
erious damage  will  be  caused  to  science  and  to
ublic health.
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